
Sepsis is a life-threatening condition caused by the body’s 
response to infection, which can lead to tissue damage, 
organ failure, amputations and death.

When it comes to sepsis, remember: IT’S ABOUT TIME
TM

. Watch for: 

TEMPERATURE 
higher or lower 

than normal 
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INFECTION 
may have signs 
and symptoms 
of an infection 

MENTAL 
DECLINE 
confused, 

sleepy, difficult 
to rouse 

EXTREMELY ILL 
“I feel like  

I might die,” 
severe pain or 

discomfort 

It’s About TIME
TM

The Importance of TIME

T I M E

SEPSIS

Sepsis is the

in the United States after heart disease and 
cancer, killing more than 270,000 people each 

year.1 That’s one person every two minutes.

cause of death
3rd leading 

of Americans have not 
heard of sepsis.2

42%

Sepsis is a medical 
emergency and its 
symptoms must be 
treated quickly and 

properly to reduce the 
risk of death.

As many as 80% of 
sepsis deaths could 

be prevented with 
rapid diagnosis and 

treatment.3

The risk of death from 
sepsis increases by as 
much as 8% for every 

hour that treatment  
is delayed.3

not in the hospital as is widely believed.1

start in the 
community,

As many as of sepsis cases87%

In the United States, in one 
year, more than 

had sepsis.1 That’s one person 
every twenty seconds.

1.7 million 
people

Recognize the 
importance of TIME  
by learning more at 

sepsis.org 

If you suspect sepsis, see a 
doctor, call 9-1-1, or go to 
the hospital right away and 
ask “Could it be sepsis?”


